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On 13 April 1813 Baron Henry Kavanagh,1 a captain in the general staff service of 
Austria, wrote to Ireland for the purpose of obtaining a certificate from the magistrate 
of the County of Kilkenny documenting his father Sir James Kavanagh’s christening, 
who he stated was born at Inch in that county.2 His letter reads:  
 
‘Sir James Kavanagh son of Simon Thomas Kavanagh and Magdalena Grace of 
Gracefield was born in his estate Inch in Ireland near Borris and Rocksavage in the 
County of Kilkenny about 1753.3 Therefore it is requested that the Magistrate of the said 
County would be pleased to give a Certificate in form undoubtfully of the Christening 

3 On 9 March 1749, Baron Henry's grandfather, Simon Kavanagh of Inch, Borris, Co. Carlow, leased the 
lands of Inch including his mansion house, offices, orchards, gardens, and appurtenances to Luke Hegarty 
of Kilcoltrim (as shown in RD Memorial 94725 Kavanagh to Hegarty). That Simon Kavanagh's eldest son 
and heir, James, who was born around 1753, decided to emigrate to serve in the Austrian military might 
infer, at least to some extent, the circumstances of the family during his youth. However, his family's 
connections abroad were significant; his relative, Charles Kavanagh of Borris, became Governor of Prague 
in 1765. In 1737, James Kavanagh's grandfather, James Kavanagh of Inch (d. 1764), served as a witness to said 
Charles Kavanagh's elder brother and heir of the Borris Kavanagh estate, Brian Kavanagh of Borris (d. 
1741), regarding a lease of lands at Clonleigh, Co. Wexford to James and Edmond Fitzpatrick (outlined in 
RD Memorial 62372 Kavanagh to Fitzpatrick). As shown by the present author in The Lion, the Pheon, and 
the Red-Handed Succession of St. Mullins 1511-1852, it is possible that the ancestor of the Inch Kavanagh 
family, Captain Simon Kavanagh, held the title to the lands of Seskin, a townland comprising 74 acres. The 
lands of Inch, which amounted to 77 acres, were the property of the Borris Kavanaghs, which they sublet to 
Captain Simon of Seskin's descendants, and later to Ignatius Rosseter of Graiguenamanagh and then 
Ignatius's son and heir, James Rosseter of Rosemount, New Ross, who, akin to his father, Ignatius, served as 
a middleman for the aforementioned Borris family. 
 

2 Baron Kavanagh's letter thus shows that he mistakenly identified the townland of Inch, Borris, Co. Carlow 
to be located in Co. Kilkenny. 

1 Baron Kavanagh was born on the continent on 28 January 1784; his full name was Simon Henry 
Kavanagh, though he signed his name ‘Henry B. Kavanagh.’ He is known by both 'Baron Henry Kavanagh' 
and 'Henry Baron Kavanagh' in letters; Fortescue NLI GO Vol. 294, R.B. 558, p. 327: FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS53-PSYT?view=explore&lang=en&groupId=M958-Q
HH May 5, 2026), item 4 of 4; Image Group Number: 008263245; Ignaz Ritter v. Schönfeld (ed.), 
Adels-Schematismus des österreichischen Kaiserstaates (Carl Schaumburg et Comp., Vienna, 1825), ii, p. 204;   
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register of the said Sir James Kavanaugh, or other certificate what-ever may be found, 
concerning the genealogy of the said Sir James proving that he is descended legitimately 
and lawfully in due line from Sir Thomas Kavanagh.’ 4 
 
 Baron Kavanagh’s letter went unanswered. Subsequently, nearly 10 months later, on 3 
February 1814, Austrian statesman Baron Johann von Wessenberg-Ampringen wrote 
to Lord Castlereagh that Baron Henry Kavanagh, a captain in the general staff in the 
service of his Imperial and Royal Apostolic Majesty, in order to assert his rights to an 
estate of a relative who died in Austria,5 needed to prove his origins and for this 
reason he had received orders from the Government to take the necessary steps to this 
end. Seven days later on 10 February John Beckett wrote from Whitehall to Robert 
Peel that he had been directed by Lord Sidmouth to transmit the note from Baron 
Wessenberg applying on the part of Baron Henry Kavanagh for a copy of the register 
of baptism of James Kavanagh who ‘was born at Inch in the County Kilkenny in 
Ireland about the year 1753’ and stated:  
 
‘I am to desire you with by the same, before the Lord Lieutenant, and receive his 
Excellency’s directions in order that the document in question may be procured once and 
transmitted to me accordingly.’ 
 
 On 23 February 1814, from Dublin Castle, Sir William Betham, Deputy of the Ulster 
King of Arms, ‘having laid before the Lord Lieutenant a letter received from Mr. 

5 The estate was that of Hauskirchen in Lower Austria, which had been formerly possessed by Maurice 
Kavanagh (d. 1801), the son of John Baptist Kavanagh (John was Baron Gniditz in Bohemia and a Count of 
the Holy Roman Empire). Maurice had succeeded to the estate as a claimant under his father, who had 
succeeded under the will of Demetrius Kavanagh (son of Maurice Kavanagh of Ballybrack, Co. Carlow), 
who died without a male heir and entailed the estate to his brother-in-law by marriage, said John Baptist 
Kavanagh; the two men were wed to the daughters of another Maurice Kavanagh who was a field marshal 
in the Polish service and chamberlain to the King of Poland. Maurice, the field marshal, was the son of 
Dermot Kavanagh of Ferns, Co. Wexford. John Baptist Kavanagh was husband to Maurice’s daughter 
Maria Anna Kavanagh, while Demetrius was husband to Maria Anna’s sister, Felicity Kavanagh. A third 
sister, Christina Kavanagh, was married to the aforementioned Charles Kavanagh of Borris, Governor of 
Prague, who was the son of Captain Morgan Kavanagh Jr. of Borris and brother to Brian Kavanagh of 
Borris (d. 1741); Brian’s heir was Thomas Kavanagh Sr. of Borris (1728-1790), the father of Walt Kavanagh of 
Borris (1760-1818). 
 

4 The present author has been unable to identify who the Baron thought 'Sir Thomas Kavanagh' was; he is 
not a historical personage attested to in the principal Kavanagh lineages or pedigrees apart from Thomas 
Kavanagh Sr. of Borris (1728-1790), who was not a knight and is an unlikely candidate for the Baron's 
assumption. There was a Thomas Kavanagh, living in France in 1715, who was a Knight of the Order of St. 
Louis, whose genealogy is unclear and is mentioned in The Lion, the Pheon, and the Red-Handed Succession 
of St. Mullins 1511-1852, pp. 15-20. An obscure Thomas Kavanagh of Borris is listed as an ancestor on the Hay 
of Tumacshane draft pedigree, but there is no reason to suppose that Baron Henry had any knowledge of 
this manuscript. 
 

 



Beckett,’ by his Excellency’s direction delegated the task of obtaining the baptismal 
register of Inch, or any other certificate regarding the genealogy of Sir James 
Kavanagh, to William Gregory. 
 Gregory’s inquiry lasted several months and failed to turn up any sufficient 
documentation. He did, however, interview members of the Grace family and was 
able to ascertain that Alicia Grace, widow of Morgan Kavanagh of Borris,6 was known 
to be the grandniece of Helena Kavanagh who was the wife of Simon Kavanagh of 
Inch and mother to Sir James Kavanagh and wrote that he could procure a certificate 
from her and others of the Grace family stating: 
 
 ‘that it had always been the acknowledged opinion and belief of every member of the 
family and there can be no doubt of the fact that Helena Grace was lawfully married to 
Simon Kavanagh and Sir James Kavanagh who died an officer in the Austrian service was 
the legitimate offspring of said marriage.’ 
 
of which Gregory commented: 
 
 ‘I consider this to be the best and indeed the only evidence that can be obtained and will if 
required cause an attested copy of the pedigree of Grace including as much as needful of 
the collateral branch of the Kavanaghs to be issued from my office with the usual 
formalities and which I conceive will be a document sufficient to establish the point in 
question.’  
 
  On 25 November 1814, two grandnephews of Helena Grace, William John Grace and 
Richard Sheffield Grace, signed the above statement, which was afterwards 
authenticated by Betham and Gregory. 
 This document, however, did not clear up exactly where Baron Henry Kavanagh fit 
in the Kavanagh lineage and could only be used to verify that his grandparents were 
Simon Kavanagh of Inch and Helena Grace of Gracefield. Furthermore, the pedigree 
that was produced from the signed certificate and formally registered7 erroneously 
referred to Baron Henry’s grandfather, Simon Kavanagh of Inch, as a descendant of 
the Borris family.8  

8 He was descended from Brian mac Cahir Kavanagh (d. 1578) by Brian’s son, Gerald mac Brian Kavanagh 
of Ballybrannagh, who was the brother of Morgan mac Brian Kavanagh who acquired Borris after the 

7  NLI GO MS 168, pp. 382-385. 
 

6 Morgan was the brother of the aforementioned Walt Kavanagh of Borris (1760-1818); Walt was succeeded 
by their younger brother, Thomas Kavanagh Jr. of Ballyragget (d. 1837), who inherited the family estates 
after Walt died without legitimate issue on 11 June 1818.  
 

© 2026 Michael Forrestal Keller. All rights reserved. 

 



 What followed over the course of the next three years and ultimately concluded on 6 
February 1818 with a registered pedigree of the Kavanaghs, was a comprehensive 
investigation by the Office of Arms of the principal lineages of the Kavanaghs, 
commissioned by Walt Kavanagh of Borris,9 which would serve to establish and 
document the succession of the family.10 
 The records and various draft pedigrees from the investigation show that wills, 
pardons, patents, and forfeitures were used for the vast majority of evidence. 
Notwithstanding, these still fell short in establishing Baron Henry Kavanagh’s 
paternal line ancestry beyond his grandfather, Simon Kavanagh of Inch, which 
subsequently came to require a field agent on the ground in County Carlow inquiring 
about the Kavanaghs. 
 In the four letters that survive from the agent's inquiries, obscurely tucked away 
between the pages of an Office of Arms genealogical volume,11 details were given by 

11 The present author discovered the letters on 5 May 2026 and has never seen them referenced or referred to 
before in any genealogical study of the Kavanaghs, though the letters were clearly used to construct a 
portion of the registered pedigree contained in NLI GO MS 171 (the letters themselves do not seem to have 
been previously known to later authors as the source of that manuscript). The letters can be found at 
Fortescue NLI GO Vol. 294, R.B. 558, pp. 335–338; the same volume also contains the correspondence 

10 Walt’s commissioning of the pedigree, which resulted in an illustrious volume of family history, began in 
1814, thus following Baron Henry Kavanagh’s initial inquiry into the family line for the purpose of 
succeeding to the Hauskirchen estate. The research, which concluded on 6 February 1818, was certified by 
Walt’s signature and followed with a written statement by Walt on 25 March 1818, wherein Walt transferred 
his rights, as chief of his name and family, to the Austrian estate to his ‘dear cousin,’ Baron Henry 
Kavanagh. The succession, as outlined in the written statement, would not have been possible without the 
research conducted by the Office of Arms. See below for Walt’s statement in full.  It is unknown by the 
present author if Walt initially had designs to succeed to the estate himself. 
 

9 Walt was the father of at least two illegitimate children by Elizabeth Dalton of Ballyine, Borris, Co. 
Carlow. Their son Edmond was baptized 12 March 1791 at Ballyine, while their daughter Frances was 
baptized 19 February 1794. On 31 October 1795, Walt assigned Elizabeth a yearly annuity of £100 for life out 
of his lands in County Wexford, payable in two equal instalments on the 1st of May and the 1st of November 
each year (as shown in RD Memorial 319052, Kavanagh to Dalton, 1795). Walt never married, and the 
evidence above - spanning from the conception of Edmond in 1790 to the annuity granted to Elizabeth in 
October 1795 - suggests their relationship was active for at least five years, and perhaps considerably longer. 
If Edmond's birth was typical, his conception would have fallen around the death of Walt's father, Thomas, 
on 18 June 1790, the moment at which Walt legally succeeded to the family estates. This transition often 
marked the opening of the marriage window for newly entitled heirs to large properties, yet Walt chose 
otherwise. He was demonstrably fertile and heir to a vast estate, but he neither married nor produced a 
legitimate heir. The annuity speaks to a relationship that was meaningful, and if his lifelong absence of 
marriage is any indicator, a quiet loyalty to Elizabeth cannot be ruled out. For a man of his standing, the 
annuity could have represented the only formal expression of commitment that society permitted him; 
Elizabeth brought no land, no title, and no family of consequence to recommend her. Walt conformed to 
the Protestant religion in the 1790s, but as his relationship with Elizabeth and his head middleman, 
Laurence Corcoran, both attest, he remained firmly rooted in the same social world as his Catholic 
neighbours and tenantry.   

Ryans forfeited the estate. Therefore, while a statement that Simon Kavanagh of Inch shared ancestry with 
the Borris family would be correct, positioning him as a descendant of the line is not. 

 



members of the family concerning individuals who were not included in the finalized 
pedigree that the Office registered and Walt Kavanagh certified on 6 February 1818.12 
The most intriguing and historically significant of which came from an interview 
outlined in the agent's second letter, concerning Murtagh Kavanagh (d. 1746) of the 
Garryhill lineage, who was said to have been ‘formally reputed’ as 'King of Leinster.’13 
The agent later reported, in his fourth letter, that Murtagh resided at Knockduff or 
Marley in Co. Carlow, in a stone building three stories high which the agent described 
as the ‘palace of the last of the titular Kings of Leinster.’ Murtagh’s former mansion 
house is still standing in Marley townland at present. Murtagh’s wife was Ellen 
Kavanagh,14 sister of Simon Kavanagh of Rocksavage. While Murtagh does appear on 
the registered pedigree certified by Walt Kavanagh in 1818 as the husband of Ellen 
Kavanagh of Rocksavage, his origin as a member of the Garryhill lineage is entirely 
omitted, along with any other information about him, apart from his residence at 
Knockduff or Marley.15 However, a draft version of the registered pedigree shows that 

15 According to Betham’s will abstracts (Phillips Mss, K. 1724-1774 and Series 1o Miscellaneous collection), 
Murtagh died on 19 October 1746. In his will he desired to be buried near his friend at St. Mullins. He is 
mentioned in the will of Brian Kavanagh of Borris (d. 1741) as a ‘cousin.’ In 1713, he witnessed James 
Kavanagh of Inch and his wife Honora Eustace’s transfer of their interests in the properties of Colbinstown 
and Crookstown, Co. Kildare to Honora’s brother, Edward Eustace of Crookstown; Murtagh’s residence is 
given as of Borris, Co. Carlow on the deed (as shown in RD Memorial 4341 Eustace to Kinde). He was 
included in his brother-in-law Simon Kavanagh of Rocksavage and Mary Taylor of Dublin’s marriage 
settlement in 1734 and was residing at Rosdellig, Co. Carlow at the time (as shown in RD Memorial 109682 
Taylor & Others to Kavanagh & Others). 
 

14 Ellen’s obituary was recorded in Pue’s Occurrences 21 February 1749 where it reads: ‘On Sunday last dies of 
the Small Pox, at her Lodgings in William Street, Dublin, Mrs Kavanagh, widow and relict of Murtagh 
Kavanagh, late of Marly in the County of Carlow, Esq., who was linealy descended from Dermot Mc’Morough 
Kavanagh, Prince of Leinster, in the Reign of King Henry the second.’ 
 

13 Sliocht Murtagh Óig of Garryhill, Murtagh’s ancestral house, descended from Donnchadh mac Art 
Kavanagh, king of Leinster (d. 1478), who was the son and successor of Art Óg MacMurrough Kavanagh, 
king of Leinster (d. 1416/1417). Donnchadh’s descendants held lands in the barony of Idrone in County 
Carlow. Regardless of the historicity of the claim that Murtagh was ‘King of Leinster,’ it is remarkable 
considering the last verified claimant to the title King of Leinster (or to any provincial Irish kingship for that 
matter) was Dónal Spainneach Kavanagh, who made his final submission to the Crown in 1602. Dónal 
Spainneach was a member of the Sliocht Airt Bhuidhe Kavanagh lineage who were the descendants of 
Donnchadh mac Art’s brother, Gerald Kavanagh, lord of Ferns (d. 1431), by Gerald’s son, Dónal Reagh 
Kavanagh of Ferns and Enniscorthy (d. 1476), who succeeded his uncle Donnchadh mac Art as king; Dónal 
Reagh’s brother, Diarmuid, was the father of Diarmuid Lámhdearg of St. Mullins, who was ancestor of the 
Polmonty and Ballyleigh Kavanagh lineages from whence Sliocht Diarmada Lamhdeirg  stemmed. 
 

12  The registered pedigree can be found in NLI GO MS 171, pp. 26-36. 
 

regarding Baron Henry Kavanagh, Sir William Betham, and William Gregory: 'Ireland Records,' images, 
FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS53-PSTF?view=explore accessed May 5, 
2026), image 18 of 63; Image Group Number: 008263245. 
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Betham had indeed worked out Murtagh’s ancestral line, placing him as a grandson of 
Murtagh Óg Kavanagh of Garryhill, whom Betham assigned as a nephew of Murtagh 
Óg Kavanagh of Castletown, whose son was Captain Maurice Kavanagh of 
Ballinrush.16 Notably, this Murtagh Óg Kavanagh of Castletown played a considerable 
role in the 1641 rising and was mentioned by an English informant as having been in 
consideration for being proclaimed King of Leinster17 by the insurgents.  

17 Murtagh Kavanagh of Marley, who wed Ellen Kavanagh of Rocksavage, was the son of the 
aforementioned Captain Maurice Kavanagh of Ballinrush (viv. 1690), who was outlawed as a Jacobite. Thus 
Murtagh of Marley, whom the field agent describes in his fourth letter as the ‘last titular king of Leinster,’ 
was the grandson of Murtagh Óg of Castletown, who, as shown above, was named by an English informant 
as being in consideration for the kingship of Leinster. Accordingly, a note from the 1654-1656 Civil Survey of 
County Carlow mentions that the Kavanaghs of Garryhill were in possession of the Crooked Horn as a 
symbol of regalia; and the 1641 depositions show that Murtagh Óg of Castletown was closely aligned with 
Sir Morgan Kavanagh of Clonmullen, whose father, Dónal Spainneach Kavanagh of Clonmullen, was 
proclaimed King of Leinster in a similar fashion to that said to have been set in motion for Murtagh Óg of 
Castletown. Sir Morgan Kavanagh of Clonmullen died in 1643 at the Battle of Polmonty. It is therefore not 
improbable that Murtagh Óg of Castletown was indeed proclaimed King of Leinster and as such succeeded 
to the royal relics that were later in the possession of his grandson, Murtagh Kavanagh of Marley (d. 1746): 
Nicholls, The Kavanaghs, 1400-1700 (IV), in The Irish Genealogist 76/2, (Nov 1981), p. 196;  R. Ó Floinn, 'The 
Kavanagh Charter Horn,' in D. Ó Corráin (ed.), Irish Antiquity: Essays and Studies Presented to Professor 
M.J. O'Kelly (Cork: Tower Books, 1981), pp. 269–278. 
  Murtagh Kavanagh of Marley’s mother was the sister of Thomas Hovendon of Towlerton, and daughter 
of John Hovendon of Tankardstown, Co. Laois (d. 1680) and Mary Butler, daughter of Edward Butler, 1st 
Viscount Galmoy. Mary Butler’s mother, and wife to Edward Butler, was Anne Butler, daughter of Edmond 
Butler, 2nd Viscount Mountgarret, whose daughter Eleanor (sister to Anne, wife of Edward Butler, 1st 
Viscount Galmoy), was the mother of Brian Kavanagh of Borris (d. 1662), whose grandson was Morgan 
Kavanagh Jr. of Borris (d. 1720), who, akin to Murtagh of Marley’s father, Maurice Kavanagh of Ballinrush 
(viv. 1690), was a Jacobite Captain. Significantly, Murtagh's maternal grandfather, John Hovendon, was the 
grandson of Giles Hovendon, in whose wardship Hugh O'Neill, later Earl of Tyrone, was placed following 
the death of his father, Matthew O'Neill; Giles's sons were thus O'Neill's foster brothers. State papers report 
that when Dónal Spainneach Kavanagh agreed to ally himself under O'Neill, suspending his title as king of 
Leinster at the time, he gave O'Neill one of his sons as a pledge; the boy was taken to O'Neill by one of the 
Hovendon foster brothers (Calendar of State Papers, Ireland, 1599–1600, p. 52). That Hovenson foster 
brother was therefore either Murtagh Kavanagh of Marley’s great-grandfather or his great-granduncle. For 
Murtagh’s mother’s family, see the chancery case regarding the inheritance of Murtagh’s uncle Thomas 
Hovendon of whom Murtagh was said to be an heir at law: Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the 
High Court of Chancery in Ireland During the Time of Redesdale, Vol. 11,  1811, pp. 72-108. For the genealogy of 
Murtagh’s maternal line see: B. Burke, Burke’s Landed Gentry of Ireland, 1912, pp. 327–328.​
 

16  This draft pedigree is contained in GO Vol. 262, pp. 136 and 149 and shows that Betham misattributed the 
line of Murtagh Óg of Castletown's son, Captain Maurice of Ballinrush (viv. 1690) who was outlawed as a 
Jacobite, to Murtagh Óg of Castletown’s younger brother, Maurice Kavanagh of Garryhill.  The pedigree 
can be accessed at: Will Pedigrees Le Poer, GO Vol. 262, R.B. 544, pp. 136, 149: FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS53-D9F2-X?view=explore May 5 2026), Image Group 
Number: 008263240.  
 

 



 The account of Murtagh Kavanagh of Marley18 being recognized as ‘King of Leinster’ 
was given firsthand to the field agent by Murtagh’s niece by marriage, Mary 
Kavanagh of Rocksavage, otherwise known as Mrs. Bishop of Carlow town, who was 
the daughter of Simon Kavanagh of Rocksavage and was 70 years old 19 at the time of 

19 It is tempting to propose that Mary Kavanagh, otherwise Bishop, who was the daughter of Simon 
Kavanagh of Rocksavage, conflated Murtagh Kavanagh of Marley, who she said was ‘formally reputed by 
the country people King of Leinster’ with his grandfather, Murtagh Óg Kavanagh of Castletown, since 
Murtagh of Marley and his wife Ellen of Rocksavage (Mary’s aunt) died either before Mary was born or 
when she was very young (her parents, Simon Kavanagh and Mary Taylor, were wed in 1734; she was 70 at 
the time of the interview, which occurred around 1815). However, Mary’s father, Simon, who she had stated 
was in possession of the regalia after the passing of Murtagh, did not die until 1 July 1783. Furthermore, 
regarding Mary, the field agent noted: ‘this lady is about 70 years of age of lively active mind & body, which 
was very handsome in her youth, still of interesting appearance & spoke the english more elegantly and 
politely than ladies of her age in the county are accustomed to do.’ At the beginning of the fourth letter, the 
field agent recalls a visit he made to Knockduff or Marley and the stone building there 3 stories high, which 
he calls ‘the palace of the last of the titular Kings of Leinster or Garchill,’ near a crop road which he refers 
to as the ‘venerable residence of Murty Kavanagh.’ Thus the agent had no doubt in his mind that Murtagh 
of Marley was indeed the last titular King of Leinster; as such, at the end of the fourth letter, while writing 
out the pedigrees of the Rocksavage family, he recited the title again.  
 As shown earlier, Murtagh Kavanagh of Marley resided at Borris in 1713, and Captain Morgan Jr. of Borris’s 
son and heir, Brian Kavanagh of Borris (d. 1741), named Murtagh as his ‘cousin’ in his will, this being in 
accordance with men sharing a descent from not only Art Óg MacMurrough Kavanagh, king of Leinster 
(d. 1416/1417), but also Edmond Butler, 2nd Viscount Mountgarret, which, by their descent from Edmond, 
made Murtagh of Marley and Brian’s father, Captain Morgan Kavanagh Jr. of Borris, third cousins. 
Murtagh's family settling at Borris, on the estate of their relative Captain Morgan Kavanagh Jr., is thus 
consistent with their loss of lands in the Cromwellian confiscations and the outlawed status of Murtagh's 
father, Captain Maurice of Ballinrush (viv. 1690).  

 

18 As mentioned earlier, in 1713 Murtagh witnessed the transfer of James Kavanagh of Inch and his wife 
Honora Eustace’s interests in the lands of Colbinstown being set to Honora’s brother, Edward Eustace of 
Crookstown. According to the Chancery case cited above, Murtagh’s uncle Thomas Hovendon of Tolerton 
was given financial assistance by his first cousin once removed, Oliver Grace of Shanganagh or Gracefield, 
Co. Laois (Oliver was the son of William Grace and Ellen Butler, whose aunt, Mary Butler, was Thomas 
Hovendon’s mother). Oliver’s granddaughter Helena Grace, daughter of Michael Grace of Gracefield, later 
became the wife of James Kavanagh and Honora Eustace’s son, Simon Kavanagh of Inch, who was second 
cousin once removed to Murtagh Kavanagh’s wife Ellen Kavanagh of Rocksavage. 
  On 19 February 1695, Murtagh appeared with his Hovendon cousins as defendants in a Chancery bill 
brought by the guardians of Richard Saunders. In the bill he is named ‘Murtagh Cavonagh Jr.,’ signifying 
that he was called Murtagh Óg after his grandfather Murtagh Óg of Castletown and given the traditional 
Óg epithet of his sept. 
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her interview.20 Mary intimated that Murtagh of Marley21 had been ‘formally reputed 

21 Marley was afterwards a residence of Gerald Kavanagh of Nash Castle and Ballybeg, who was the son of 
Felix Kavanagh of Ballybeg and a cousin of James Kavanagh of Inch; James, as shown above, was father to 
the aforementioned Simon Kavanagh of Inch, who wed Helena Grace of Gracefield. The Mac Eochaidh or 
Kehoe family historically served as the ollamh dána or chief poets to the MacMurrough Kavanaghs, and 
later members of the family maintained significant leaseholdings in St. Mullins parish through the 
Kavanaghs; in 1834, they held 86 acres at Marley and 206 acres of Ballyleigh. Members of the family also 
held Nash Castle, Co. Wexford, directly from said Gerald Kavanagh, where he and his brother Terence 
Kavanagh both resided during their lives. Paul Kehoe, Gent., of Nash Castle was confirmed with a leasehold 
on the property in 1790 (as shown in RD Memorial 270035, Kavanagh to Kehoe, 1790) by Gerald’s mother, 
Catherine Kavanagh, otherwise Furlong of Ballybeg, which occurred after the death of Gerald and his 
brother Terence.  
  Paul Kehoe’s grandson and namesake, Paul Keogh or Kehoe of Nash Castle and later Milwaukee, WI, 
USA, wed Mary Rosseter of Nash and Ballygarvan on 15 July 1828 in Ballycullane Parish; the couple were 
the parents of Margaret Kehoe or Keogh, who wed John Kiely and was the mother of Margaret Rosseter 
Kiely, who wed Richard William Forrestal I (1861-1913), son of Nicholas Forrestal or Forristal of New Ross 
and Milwaukee (1820-1877), who was the great-grandson of  Simon Kavanagh of Inch.  
  Twenty-five years prior to Paul and Mary’s marriage, in January 1803, Eleanor Rosseter, daughter of 
Tobias Rosseter Sr. of Newbawn, wed James Kehoe Jr., Gent., of Nurney, Co. Carlow. The couple's marriage 
settlement (outlined in RD Memorial 368459, Kehoe to Rosseter, 1803) shows that James Kehoe’s father, 
James Kehoe Sr., held a combined 71 acres of Ballyloo and Ballyryan in the Barony of Idrone, Co. Carlow. 
In 1578, Ballyloo was where Murtagh Óg mac Donagh Kavanagh resided. His daughter Joan was the wife of 
Gerald mac Murtagh Óg Kavanagh of Garryhill, whose son Edmond mac Gerald Kavanagh of Garryhill 
was the father of the aforementioned Murtagh Óg Kavanagh of Castletown. The Rosseters of Newbawn 
held a lease at Ballygarvan, Co. Wexford, under their kinsman James Rosseter of Rosemount, New Ross, 
who also held a lease on the Inch mansion house of Thomas Kavanagh Sr. of Borris, which he let to 
Laurence Corcoran, Gent. of Ballyglisheen. Corcoran succeeded to a 528-acre leasehold on Marley, which 
was let to him by Walt Kavanagh of Borris in 1793 (as shown in RD Memorial 302941, Kavanagh to 
Corcoran, 1793); Forrestal Keller, Red-handed Succession, p. 9. 

20 Murtagh is stated in the letters to have died without issue. However, Betham's draft pedigree (GO Vol. 
262) shows him and his wife Ellen as the parents of two sons, Maurice and Murtagh. The complete omission 
of Murtagh's ancestral house in the registered pedigree contained in GO MS 171 is unsettling for several 
reasons. The first is the discrepancy just noted: the Office held, in draft, issue for a man its informants 
reported to have had none, and entered neither the issue nor his house (no issue, however, is mentioned in 
Betham's extract of Murtagh's will). The second is that the field agent left the Office in no doubt of the 
significance of Murtagh Kavanagh, reciting the title in his fourth letter and again at its close while writing 
out the Rocksavage pedigree. The third is the circumstance under which the pedigree was made. It was 
commissioned and certified by Walt Kavanagh of Borris (1760–1818), heir to the house to which the horn and 
crown had been transferred by Simon of Rocksavage after Murtagh's death. To enter Murtagh of Marley's 
descent from Garryhill on the official registered pedigree was to record, on the same register that 
established the Borris succession, that the man whom Mrs. Bishop reported the country people to have 
recognized as King of Leinster belonged to a house other than Borris, and that the regalia reached the 
Borris house from a separate or more senior line. That Betham had worked out Murtagh's descent in draft 
and confused the line of Captain Maurice of Ballinrush with that of Maurice of Garryhill could equally 
explain the exclusion, owing to the uncertainty of the line on Betham's part. It cannot be shown from the 
letters that the omission was deliberate. What can be shown is that the descent and Murtagh's ancestral 
house were twice reported by the field agent and recorded by Betham in draft, but were not entered on the 
registered pedigree; and that their entry may have been an inconvenience to Walt Kavanagh of Borris, who 
commissioned and certified the final pedigree, and who, in relinquishing his right to the Hauskirchen estate 
on 25 March 1818, styled himself chief of his name and family as shown in his statement recorded in full 
below.  
 Murtagh must have been considerably older than his wife Ellen Kavanagh of Rocksavage whose parents’ 
marriage settlement occurred in 1703 (as shown in RD Memorial 57772 from 1725, Kavanagh to Kavanagh); 
chancery records show Murtagh was an adult by 1695. 
 

 



by the country people King of Leinster’22 and as such held the Coróin Laighean, or 

22 The claim that Murtagh Kavanagh of Marley was recognized as King of Leinster need not imply 
authority or rule. What the title could bear had become attenuated in the centuries before his time. In the 
fifteenth century the MacMurrough kings were formidable, though their authority was uneven and 
depended on the strength of the individual king. After the death of Murtagh's ancestor Art Óg 
MacMurrough Kavanagh in 1416 or 1417, the title King of Leinster did not generally translate into effective 
suzerainty even over all the Kavanagh septs descended from Art, and certainly not over the province as a 
whole. Within a generation, Art's son Donnchadh (d. 1478), who succeeded him as King of Leinster, was at 
war with his own nephews. Even at its strongest, the title depended on who was willing to acknowledge it. 
In 1475, Donnchadh’s nephew and successor, Dónal Reagh MacMurrough Kavanagh (d. 1476), perhaps the 
most powerful of Art's descendants, sealed a charter in favor of Duiske Abbey in Co. Kilkenny. Instead of 
calling him king, the text of the charter styles him ‘lord of all Leinster.’ The legend of his personal seal, 
which is still attached, names him King of Leinster. The monks of Duiske did not put the royal style into 
their deed, and thus the wording they settled on may be instructive. Yet the charter needed Dónal’s seal to 
be valid, and in applying it he was able to assert the kingship that the text withheld. The same document 
could therefore be viewed as recording both the claim and its refusal (Patrick McDonagh, ‘Waxwork 
Heraldry: Medieval Seals and Identity in the National Library of Ireland,’ Archive Fever, no. 29, May 2025, 
Virtual Record Treasury of Ireland, https://virtualtreasury.ie/archive-fever/waxwork-heraldry, accessed 27 
Sept 2026).​
  During much of the sixteenth century the Kavanagh septs were not always united under a single king, 
even though one of them was recognized as King of Leinster until the death, in about 1544, of Cahir 
MacInnycross, who had succeeded Muiris mac Dónal Reagh and was apparently a nephew of Murchadh 
Ballach MacMurrough Kavanagh (d. 1511). After him the headship of the dynasty was fiercely contested, but 
those who held it are not styled king in the sources. Cahir mac Art Kavanagh of Polmonty, ancestor of the 
house of Borris, defeated the rival claim of the Garryhill line at Hacketstown in 1545, yet still had to 
acknowledge Muircheartach mac Airt Buidhe as MacMurrough. Only on Muircheartach's death in 1547 did 
Cahir become MacMurrough himself. In March 1550 he seized Ferns Castle, possession of which had long 
been associated with the kingship, and he held it until March 1551. Whatever pretensions this implied were 
short-lived: after English forces devastated much of his territory in the autumn of 1550, he renounced the 
title of MacMurrough before the lord deputy at Dublin on 4 November, accepting in its place the titles 
Baron of Ballyanne and captain of his country. The kingship itself remained, though there appears to have 
been no successful claimant for several decades thereafter. Murtagh mac Cahir Óg of Garryhill 
(great-great-great-grandfather of Murtagh of Marley), who was slain by Captain Henry Heron in 1586, was 
offered the kingship in 1580 but refused (J. Hughes, Clan Kavanagh, p. 285). Criffin mac Murrough, a 
great-grandson of Dónal Reagh, is the next man known to have stood for election to it. He was convicted of 
high treason in 1581 for his assistance in the escape of Lord Baltinglass from Ireland and was executed for 
the offence; however, he is not known to have been made king.  The survival of these attempts to claim or 
confer the kingship, despite the absence of a successful claimant, suggests that the institution itself had not 
disappeared. It was revived with certainty only by Dónal Spainneach Kavanagh, whose ‘rebellious rogues,’ 
in the words of the state papers, ‘took him for their King of Leinster’ (Calendar of State Papers, Ireland, 
1599–1600, p. 52). When Dónal Spainneach was elected in the early 1590s, he led his own sept, Sliocht Airt 
Bhuidhe, perhaps the third or fourth strongest within the Kavanagh dynasty. The most effective military 
power in Gaelic Leinster in the 1590s arguably lay with Fiach MacHugh O'Byrne, in whose plans, as in 
Hugh O'Neill's, Dónal figured prominently. Fiach had military power but lacked the requisite dynastic 
descent: he was not of the MacMurrough line, which had held the kingship since the twelfth century, and 
therefore could not be king of Leinster. Dónal, by contrast, possessed the requisite descent and also had 
sufficient political and military support to be elected. In this case, military strength alone was not enough; 
descent and support together were. What the kingship appears to have conferred by the late sixteenth 
century, then, was not full authority or overlordship, but legitimacy aligned with political support and, 
above all, the dignity and prestige of being recognized as heir to the ancestral kings of Leinster. A title of 
that kind required neither a province to rule nor dominance over the dynasty, but rested on descent and 
recognition; the latter sustained by political support. Understood in this way, the account given to the agent 
does not overstate the case. It sheds light on what the kingship had become over the two and a half 
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Leinster crown, the Crooked Horn (now known as the Kavanagh Charter Horn), the 
royal sceptre, and the royal insignia,23 which, upon Murtagh’s death, were given to her 
father, Simon Kavanagh of Rocksavage, who later transferred the regalia to Thomas 
Kavanagh Sr. of Borris (1728–1790).24 Mary also mentioned that James Kavanagh, son 
of Simon Kavanagh of Inch, had sent her letters from abroad stating that he wished to 

24 In 1779, Mary’s father, Simon Kavanagh of Rocksavage and his son and heir, Gerald (Mary’s eldest 
brother), sold the remainder of their family estate consisting of Ballybrannagh, the demesne of Rocksavage, 
Ballymurphy, Kilmissan, and the Chappell Mill Quarter, to Simon Newport of Waterford, but excepting the 
holy well and pilgrimage site of St. Mullins in the sale (as shown in RD Memorial 222236, Kavanagh to 
Newport, 1779); the exception of the holy well in the land transfer is consistent with a man who was in 
possession of the royal relics of the family. In 1786, three years after Simon's death, the Crooked Horn and 
the Liath Meiscith were described in detail by Charles Vallancey in his Collectanea de Rebus Hibernicis, vol. 
iv, no. viii. Of the Liath Meiscith, Vallancey states that it 'is the property of T. Kavenagh, Esq; of Ballyborris, 
in the County of Carlow'; of the horn, which he calls the Charter Horn, he states that it 'was the property of 
Thomas Kavanagh, Esq; of Ballyborris, in the County of Carlow, who has generously added it to the 
College collection.' In neither case does Vallacey mention that the objects had come to Thomas of Borris 
from Simon Kavanagh of Rocksavage. The Borris Kavanaghs are the senior line of Sliocht Diarmada 
Lamhdeirg. It is interesting to note that the inscription contained in the Liath Meiscith commemorating Art 
Óg MacMurrough Kavanagh, king of Leinster from the year 1402, was not discovered until 1891 when T.K. 
Abbott, while cleaning the crystal, found it concealed by five centuries of dust. The Borris family were said 
to have been in possession of the crown of Leinster until 1798 when it was reportedly placed in Trinity 
College Museum for safe keeping and subsequently vanished. Edward Wakefield, reporting on his visit to 
Borris, Co. Carlow, in July 1809, noted that the common people called Walt Kavanagh of Borris (heir of 
Thomas) 'the monarch': Edward Wakefield, An Account of Ireland, Statistical and Political, 2 vols (London: 
Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, and Brown, 1812), ii, p. 598. 
 

23  The royal insignia may be the Liath Meiscith, which Vallancey, writing in 1786, described as the property 
of Thomas Kavanagh Sr. of Borris (see footnote 24 below). 
 

centuries before Murtagh was born.​
  This bears directly on the omission of Murtagh's house from the registered pedigree. If the kingship had 
come to rest on descent coupled with recognition, with the latter dependent upon political support, Walt 
Kavanagh of Borris could claim the former and at least a measure of the latter: as shown earlier, Edward 
Wakefield, visiting Borris, reported that the common people called him ‘monarch.’ Yet in Walt's case that 
support was divided. He conformed to the established church in the 1790s, and during the rebellion of 1798 
he commanded his own yeomanry corps for the Crown. At the same time, his private life and his dealings 
with his tenantry show a man who never fully left the Catholic community around Borris (see footnote 9 
above). By the time he commissioned the pedigree, his standing among the country people was chequered: 
enough to leave him the name of ‘monarch,’ but not the kind of standing that had once made a king. 
Though Walt was the most powerful of his name, the field agent called Murtagh of Marley the ‘last titular 
king,’ a phrase that by implication denied the style to anyone after him, Walt included. To have styled Walt 
a king would, in any case, have been politically and materially hazardous for a Protestant landowner of his 
standing. Descent was the one foundation a register could confirm or call into question, and entering 
Murtagh's Garryhill line would have placed Murtagh, the man the agent named as the last king and whom 
the country people had recognized as such, in a house other than Borris (see footnote 20 above). Walt 
would have seen Murtagh's name on the pedigree he commissioned, but there is no evidence that he 
understood the significance of the missing descent. It is unlikely, however, that he was unaware of the 
recent history of the regalia's tenure; he was about twenty-three when Simon Kavanagh of Rocksavage died 
in 1783, and would have known that the objects associated with the kingship had passed into his house from 
a collateral line. Whatever the reason for the omission, the kingship as it then stood may explain why it 
would have mattered. 

 



marry a woman of his own name and blood, but eventually married a woman of the 
Austrian Empress's court. 
  In the field agent’s third letter, he recounted a visit to St. Mullins where he first met 
with Catherine Kavanagh of Turra,25 the widow of Lt. Edmond Kavanagh ‘of the 
Ballyleagh family’ before making his way over to Glynn, where he interviewed ‘Mrs. 
Foristall,’ whom he found in possession of the pedigree of the Inch and Rocksavage 
Kavanaghs. In the letter, the agent gives no mention of Mrs. Forstall's first name nor 
the first name of her mother from whom Mrs. Forstall inherited the pedigree.  
  In his own words, the pedigree’s reveal occurred 'at last in front of many neighbours' 
after Mrs. Forstall asked him 'a thousand questions.'26 The pedigree recorded Mary 
Kavanagh, sister of James Kavanagh of Inch, as the terminal Kavanagh. It was then 
written out by the agent, who supplemented it with information from the earlier 
interview with Mrs. Bishop regarding Mary’s brother James Kavanagh of Inch, and 

26 The present author is a direct descendant of Mrs. Forstall, being her fourth great-grandson through her 
son Nicholas Forrestal of New Ross and Milwaukee (1820–1877); the pedigree she produced to the agent thus 
formerly descended in the author's own direct line. The author's grandfather, Richard William Forrestal III 
(1924–2020), was a grandson of Richard William Forrestal I (1861–1913), for whose maternal line see footnote 
21 above. 

25 Catherine was the daughter of James Kavanagh of Dranagh and Turra, and niece to the aforementioned 
John Baptist Kavanagh of Gniditz, whose son Maurice Kavanagh (d. 1801) succeeded to the estate of 
Hauskirchen. Her husband, Lt. Edmond Kavanagh (d. 1804), was formerly from Ballynacoolagh, Co. 
Carlow, and resided at Turra near the end of his life. He served as first lieutenant in Walt Kavanagh’s 
yeomanry corps during the 1798 rebellion. Catherine’s grandfather was the Jacobite soldier Brian or 
Bernard ne Stroake Kavanagh of Drummin, who served at the Battle of the Boyne and Battle of Aughrim, 
which is mentioned on his gravestone at St. Mullins. 
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Murtagh Kavanagh, and presented it as the closing portion of his fourth letter,27 
culminating under the heading ‘Gen: of the Kindred Family of Rocksavage and Inch.’ 
  Mrs. Forstall's mother, from whom the genealogy derived and whose first name is 
not explicitly given by the agent, was unsurprisingly Mary Kavanagh, the terminal 
Kavanagh shown on the pedigree. After the death of her first husband, Stephen 
Lawlor of Mohullen, Mary Kavanagh had wed Francis Jordan in 1788 at her family 
home of Inch; the marriage was witnessed by Laurence Corcoran, a head middleman 
to both Thomas Kavanagh Sr. of Borris (1728–1790) and later his son and heir, Walter 
(1760–1818). A ledger stone at St. Mullins, erected by her second husband, Francis 
Jordan, memorializes her as 'Mary Jordan alias Kavanagh' alongside her daughters 
'Bridget Jordan alias Forristal' and 'Mrs. Ryan of Crawne.’28  

28 According to the ledger stone, Mary Kavanagh died when her daughter Bridget (otherwise Mrs. Forstall) 
was only a few months old, suggesting she may have died in or shortly following childbirth. The ages 
recorded for Mary and her husband Francis Jordan on the stone, which are clearly of a later period, are 
anachronistic with the couple's marriage record, which confirms the stone was erected anew following the 
death of Mary's daughter Mrs. Ryan, otherwise Mary Lawlor (1778–1861), who was Bridget Jordan’s 
half-sister and married Charles Ryan of Curraun or 'Crawne' at Bahana in 1801, with Francis Jordan, Mary 
Lawlor’s step-father, serving as witness. Charles Ryan would then serve as witness to Bridget Jordan and 
James Forstall’s marriage in 1812 at Bahana with Bridget’s father, Francis Jordan. Mrs. Ryan’s son, Edward 
Ryan of Curraun, was a New Ross shop owner and publican who operated on South Street and is the last 
person mentioned on the ledger stone, the inscription occurring after his mother’s; his date of death, shown 
on the stone as 4 July 1873, matches the date of death given on the administration of his will. Curraun or 
‘Crawne’ is located in the Wexford portion of St. Mullins parish bordering the townland of Ballynalour 
where Polmonty Castle once stood. 
  

27 Thus the agent was able to confirm through Mrs. Bishop that James Kavanagh of Inch was indeed related 
to the Rocksavage Kavanagh family and then subsequently through the pedigree of Mrs. Forstall’s mother, 
Mary Kavanagh of Inch, that the Kavanagh lineages of Rocksavage and Inch stemmed from the two 
brothers Thomas Kavanagh of Ballybrannagh (ancestor of the Rocksavage lineage) and Simon Kavanagh of 
Seskin (ancestor of the Inch lineage). In the agent's letter regarding his interview with Mrs. Bishop, he 
makes the comment that ‘Mrs Bishop is ready to depose to the above,’ after noting her siblings and their 
present status before subsequently mentioning James Kavanagh of Inch and Murtagh Kavanagh of 
Garryhill.  
  Of note is the fact that Mrs. Bishop is never recorded mentioning her eldest brother, Gerald, who was the 
heir of her father, Simon Kavanagh of Rocksavage, and married to Martha Pickering in 1768; this omission 
led to Gerald being left out of the letter and pedigree which the agent transmitted to the Office of Arms. 
Mrs. Bishop gave all the surnames of the husbands of her sisters, along with very specific details of three of 
her other brothers, one of whom, John, like James Kavanagh of Inch, emigrated to the continent; 
according to Mrs. Bishop, he was sent to Germany at the age of 14, to the aforementioned John Kavanagh, 
Baron Gniditz, and died in his 46th year. ​
 In contrast to Mrs. Forstall and her mother, the agent was given Mrs. Bishop's first name. He notes before 
transmitting the interview with Mrs. Bishop that he was given an introduction to her by Rev. Thomas 
Fitzgerald, the parish priest of Carlow town. The letters contain no mention of any interview with or 
assistance from the Borris family.  
  The final Kavanagh pedigree registered in 1818 by the Office of Arms did indeed include Gerald as Simon 
Kavanagh’s eldest son, but without his marriage or date of death. As such, this is a loose end in the context 
of outlining the Kavanagh succession; even a death date for Gerald would have sufficed, but to the present 
day, it is not forthcoming. 
 

 



  Previously, in 1773, Laurence Corcoran, who witnessed Mary’s marriage in 1788 at 
Inch, had served as witness to the will of her mother, Helena Grace, who left money 
to Thomas Kavanagh Sr. of Borris (1728-1790) to purchase a chalice for his chapel. By 
1788, Corcoran was leasing the Inch Mansion House, formerly held by Mary’s father, 
Simon Kavanagh, from James Rosseter of Rosemount,29 whose co-heiress Cecilia 
Rosseter or Mrs. Byrne (the wife of James Edmond Byrne of Byrne’s Hill, Co. Dublin) 
was the landlord of Mary’s daughter, Mrs. Forstall (otherwise Bridget Jordan), and 
her husband, James Forstall; Cecilia would later serve as godparent with Lt. Edmond 
Kavanagh’s nephew, Art Kavanagh,30 to the couple’s son, Nicholas, who was baptized 

30 Art Kavanagh (1797-1835) was a New Ross publican, cooper, and merchant. He held lands during his 
lifetime at Turra, Ballyleigh, Ballynacoolagh, Ballymitty, Mountgarret, and a shop on Conduit Lane in New 
Ross. He was the son of Michael Kavanagh Sr. of Ballynacoolagh and Eleanor Cloney, the daughter of 
Edmond Cloney of Drummin and Ballyleigh. 
 In 1820, Art was wed to Anastasia Mehan, the daughter of Patrick Mehan of Redhouse, New Ross, who 
succeeded to his father John Mehan’s holding on the lands of Redhouse in 1811 with Laurence Corcoran’s 
sons, John Corcoran and Charles Corcoran, serving as witnesses to the transaction (as shown in RD 
Memorial 442315, Meehan to Meehan). Akin to Art Kavanagh’s uncle, Lt. Edmond Kavanagh, John Corcoran 
and Charles Corcoran both served in Walter Kavanagh’s yeomanry corps during the 1798 rebellion. Art’s 
marriage settlement with Anastasia Mehan is outlined in RD Memorial 514002 (Kavanagh & Meighan’s 
Settlement, 1820): Forrestal Keller, Red-handed Succession, pp. 43-48. 
 

29 As shown earlier, akin to Laurence Corcoran, James Rosseter and his father Ignatius also served as 
middlemen for the Borris Kavanaghs. 
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in 1820 at Glynn Chapel, near the same place Nicholas’s mother had met with the field 
agent just a few years prior.31 
The encounter between the field agent and Mrs. Forstall, from whom the only 
surviving pedigree of the Inch and Rocksavage Kavanaghs was obtained, is recorded 
in a way that, regardless of what the agent intended, separates the pedigree from its 
possessor. He described Mrs. Forstall as 'a young woman with many cleanly dressed 
but poor children,' and noted that they met in a house near one Forstall, 'a poor 
farmer.' He gave neither her first name nor her mother's, and he referred to her 
mother as a 'Kavanagh from Co. Wexford,' despite writing out her mother's lineage in 
full.32 

32 It cannot be determined from the letters alone whether the omission of the first names of Mrs. Forstall 
and her mother reflected reserve on Mrs. Forstall's part toward a stranger whose purposes she may not have 
fully trusted. The circumstances of the disclosure, however, are telling. That she produced the pedigree only 
'at last in front of many neighbours,' after asking the agent 'a thousand questions,' suggests that it was not 
merely a protected inheritance but likely a source of pride, and that its public showing before her 
community may have been as deliberate as her reluctance to hand it to a stranger without due 
consideration. Nor is it surprising that the agent records no claim of kinship on her part; given how he 
described her, he may have had little reason to note such a connection, even had she made one. In 
presenting her mother's pedigree, she may have felt no need to state the connection at all; the document 
stated it for her, and with a quiet dignity no assertion could have matched.​
 By 1843, Mrs. Forstall’s son, Nicholas (1820-1877), who emigrated to the United States in 1851, held a shop, 
store, cellar, and yard at New Ross valued at £17 per annum which he subleased under the estate of Victor 
Emmanuel O'Farrell of Ballyanne. Victor was the nephew of James O'Farrell of Ballyanne, who served as 

31 The father of Mrs. Forstall, the aforementioned Francis Jordan (viv. 1812), served as godfather to Laurence 
Corcoran’s son, Brian Corcoran, baptized in 1785 at Ballyglisheen; while Corcoran’s daughter Honora 
Corcoran, sister of Brian, baptized in 1788, was the goddaughter of William Rosseter of Graiguenamanagh, 
who was first cousin to James Rosseter of Rosemount’s father, Ignatius Rosseter of Graiguenamanagh, of 
whose will said William Rosseter served as co-executor in 1771. Laurence Corcoran's elder son, Thomas 
Corcoran, upon his marriage to Eleanor Cashin of Ballygardia, Ballyhale, Co. Kilkenny in 1791, succeeded to 
his father’s lease on the mansion house of Inch; their daughter Judith Corcoran, baptized in 1793 at Inch, 
became the goddaughter of Anthony Rosseter of Graiguenamanagh, son of the aforementioned Ignatius 
Rosseter of Graiguenamanagh and uncle of Cecilia Rosseter Byrne. 
  In 1794, Laurence Corcoran served as godfather to Frances Kavanagh, the illegitimate daughter of Walt 
Kavanagh of Borris by Elizabeth Dalton. Previously, in 1787, Walt Kavanagh of Borris had served as 
godfather to Mary Kavanagh, daughter of Art Kavanagh of Coolnamara, who, in 1789, appeared with Mrs. 
Forstall’s father, Francis Jordan (noted as ‘of Bahana’ on the deed) as a witness to Art’s brother, Alexander 
Kavanagh of Coolnamara’s transfer of lands at Coolnamara held of Walt Kavanagh of Borris, which were 
set to Laurence Corcoran (as shown in RD Memorial 280016, Kavanagh to Corcoran, 1789). Francis Jordan’s 
residence at Bahana is referred to as ‘Mr. Jordan’s Glin’ on the marriage record of Simon Shaughnessy and 
Honora Farrell from St. Mullins Parish, which took place on 12 January 1806 with the aforementioned 
Charles Ryan of Curraun serving as a witness. 
 At his death, in 1802, Laurence Corcoran was in possession of the right and title to the lands of Seskin, 
which was the former property of Captain Simon Kavanagh of Seskin, ancestor of the Inch Kavanagh 
family, who is named as the brother of Thomas Kavanagh of Rocksavage, on the pedigree that was 
inherited by Mrs. Forstall through her mother, Mary Kavanagh. Thus the kinship network binding these 
families operated across land tenure, legal witnessing, and baptismal sponsorship across several generations; 
a network so tightly bound that by the time of his death, Corcoran held the right and title to the very lands 
the pedigree identified as the ancestral seat of the Inch Kavanagh lineage. Corcoran’s son, Charles, 
succeeded him as a head landlord for the Kavanaghs of Borris; RD Memorial 419053, Corcoran to Corcoran, 
1805; Forrestal Keller, Red-handed Succession, pp. 17-18. 

 



  Contextually, the agent's description of Mrs. Forstall and her husband provides an 
instructive snapshot, for we are able to assess the Forstalls' circumstances, to a degree, 
through the tithe applotment books from 1834, which show that Mrs. Forstall’s 
husband, James, held 32 acres of mixed farmland at Bahana, making his the 5th 
largest of 40 holdings, placing him in the top eighth of leaseholders at the townland.33​
  By discovering the pedigree, documenting its provenance, and tracing the lineage of 
Baron Henry Kavanagh's father, James Kavanagh, back to Gerald Kavanagh of 
Ballybrannagh, ancestor of the Rocksavage and Inch Kavanaghs, the field agent's 
interviews proved crucial to the Office of Arms, who were then able to draw on 
corroborating evidence from various wills to verify the historicity of several 
individuals contained therein. The pedigree did, however, exhibit a number of errors, 
some of which the Office moved to correct. The first of these centred squarely on the 
ancestor of the Inch and Rocksavage lineages, Gerald Kavanagh of Ballybrannagh, 
whom the pedigree gave as a brother to Brian Kavanagh of Polmonty (d. 1578) and 
whom it stated to have been killed near the Blackstairs mountains by Cromwell's army 

33 A public report from 1836, given at Glynn, Bahana, St. Mullins, reveals that James Forstall, faced with 
dispossession by his son’s godmother, Mrs. Byrne or Cecilia Rosseter Byrne, placed a notice on the police 
barracks threatening anyone that would take the house and lands. Indeed, the Forstalls do not appear as 
tenants in the valuation books at Bahana during the next decade, nor thereafter.  

Chamberlain to the Holy Roman Emperor Francis II or Franz I, who would also count among his 
Chamberlains the aforementioned Henry Kavanagh whose ancestry the pedigree presented at Glynn by 
Mrs. Forstall, served to connect to the chief line of Sliocht Diarmada Lamhdeirg, thereby furnishing the 
genealogical basis for Henry to credibly adopt the style ‘Baron Ballyanne’ which was a title formerly 
conferred upon his paternal ancestor Cahir mac Art MacMurrough Kavanagh of Polmonty Castle (d. 1554). 
In 1781, Edmond Bán Forstall of Ringville, second cousin of Nicholas’s father, James Forstall Jr. of Bahana, 
had served as a trustee to the marriage settlement of Patrick Lambert of Carnagh and Mary Anne Lattin 
with Richard O’Farrell of Balyna, father of James O’Farrell of Ballyanne and his brothers Major Ambrose 
O’Farrell and Colonel Charles O’Farrell of Ballyanne whose son was the aforementioned Victor Emmanuel 
O’Farrell. Patrick Lambert’s wife Mary Lattin was the daughter of George Lattin of Morristown Lattin by 
his wife, Catherine O’Farrell, who was the sister of Richard O’Farrell of Balyna, who served with the 
above-mentioned Edmond Bán Forstall as trustee. ​
  When Patrick Lambert died in 1804, Richard Bolger of Ballinabarney became trustee to the same 
properties from the 1781 marriage settlement. Previously, in 1802, Richard had wed the widow of Henry 
Houghton of Ballyanne, Mary O’Farrell, who was the sister of Colonel Charles, Ambrose, and James 
O’Farrell. Richard Bolger and Mary O’Farrell’s marriage settlement involved the aforementioned James 
Rosseter of Rosemount (father of Cecilia Rosseter Byrne), Patrick Lattin of Morristown Lattin (George 
Lattin’s heir), Edward Murphy of Annaghs Castle, Co. Kilkenny, and James Byrne of Dublin. Upon her first 
husband Henry Houghton’s death, Mary O’Farrell inherited Henry’s interests in his properties which 
included the John Street holding at New Ross, which she willed to Colonel Charles O’Farrell and his 
brothers at her death. After his father Charles’s death, Victor Emmanuel O’Farrell inherited interest in the 
property. When Richard Bolger of Ballinabarney died in 1807, his brother-in-law, Ambrose O’Farrell, uncle 
of Victor Emmanuel, became trustee of the above-mentioned properties from the 1781 marriage settlement, 
having been named as Richard’s executor: RD Memorial 235 Brewster & Others to Lambert & Others, 1844; 
RD Memorial 301765, Bolger and Houghton’s Marriage Settlement, 1802; Forrestal Keller, Red-handed 
Succession, pp. 48-49. 

© 2026 Michael Forrestal Keller. All rights reserved. 

 



in 1650. Such is a typical genealogical compression error as Brian Kavanagh of 
Polmonty (d. 1578) was the father of Gerald Kavanagh of Ballybrannagh, who was the 
grandfather of the Gerald Kavanagh of Ballybrannagh who was killed in 1650. Brian 
Kavanagh of Polmonty was the son of Cahir mac Art MacMurrough Kavanagh (d. 
1554), and was the ancestor of the Borris, Ballybrack, Ballybrannagh (Rocksavage and 
Inch), and Coolnamara Kavanagh lineages. Gerald of Ballybrannagh, his 
great-grandson, who died in 1650, is afterwards erroneously given as the ancestor of 
the Rocksavage and Inch Kavanaghs when, in actuality, he was the brother of Thomas 
Kavanagh of Ballybrannagh (ancestor of the Rocksavage family) and Captain Simon 
Kavanagh of Seskin (ancestor of the Inch family).​
  The remaining errors on the pedigree concern the attributed origins of the spouses 
of the Inch Kavanaghs, which may have been filled in by the agent and reflect 
inference based on locative prominence rather than explicit documentary verification; 
the consequence therefore being that individuals were assigned to the most prominent 
seat of their surname in a general region rather than to their actual place of origin; 
the sole instance where this can be demonstrated otherwise is Helena Grace,34 who is 
correctly placed as of Gracefield, Co. Laois, which was the one placement the field 

34 Helena’s first name is given as ‘Elinor’ on the pedigree which matches the form recorded on Chancery 
records from 1752 where she appears as a defendant with her siblings, her husband Simon Kavanagh of 
Inch, and the aforementioned George Lattin of Morristown Lattin whose wife Catherine O’Farrell was the 
great-aunt of Victor Emmanuel O’Farrell. Her first name is signed as ‘Helen’ on her will which was written 
on 4 November 1773 where she donated money to Thomas Kavanagh Sr. of Borris to purchase a chalice for 
his chapel; she also left £500, her bed clothes and furniture, to her granddaughter Elizabeth Lawlor (d. 1799), 
elder sister of Mrs. Ryan of Crawne, otherwise Mary Lawlor, and half-sister of the aforementioned Mrs. 
Forstall, otherwise Bridget Jordan. Elizabeth is mentioned on the pedigree after her mother Mary 
Kavanagh and grandmother Helena Grace with whom she is buried at St. Mullins. It must be noted that in 
The Forrestals of Ireland (2020) and The Lineage of Mullennahone 1571–1855 (2022), being unaware of the 
marriage record of Charles Ryan and Mary Lawlor at Bahana and RD Memorial 280016 Kavanagh to 
Corcoran, showing that Francis Jordan was residing at Bahana by 1789, the present author erroneously 
interpreted the available records and gravestones at St. Mullins to arrive at the conclusion that there were 
two separate Mary Kavanaghs of Inch; one being the daughter of Terence Kavanagh of Gowling and Inch 
(who according to the will of Helena Grace had children and is shown on GO MS 171 as the father of 
Catherine Kavanagh who was living at Ballyglisheen in 1815) and another being the daughter of Simon 
Kavanagh of Inch and Helena Grace.  
  Mary Kavanagh’s burial site at St. Mullins is located just south of the burial site where her grandparents 
James Kavanagh and Honora Eustace are buried. Her interment with her mother Helena Grace and 
daughter Elizabeth Lawlor represents the Kavanagh–Lawlor–Forstall family and anchors Mary within her 
natal and first-marriage line; while the memorial on the St. Mullins ledger stone erected by her second 
husband, Francis Jordan, which reads in memory of his wife Mary Jordan alias Kavanagh (as opposed to the 
first ledger stone regarding Mary which reads ‘here lies ye body of Mary Kavgh’) preserves the 
Kavanagh–Jordan–Ryan–Forstall line. Thus the interment site and memorial successfully link both families 
to their prominent ancestress Mary, which led to the families’ burial rights at St. Mullins, a highly 
significant ecclesiastical site which has also warranted dual commemorations by other families observable at 
present. 
 

 



agent would already have known, as the Gracefield family had independently attested 
to Baron Henry Kavanagh's grandmother's origins in 1814.35  
  Following the agent’s visit with Catherine Kavanagh of Turra and Mrs. Forstall, he 
immediately went to St. Mullins graveyard and notated three graves, two of which 
were directly related to the matter of the succession of the Hauskirchen estate. The 
first of these was Catherine Kavanagh of Turra’s grandfather, Brian or Bernard ne 

35 To wit: the pedigree names Catherine Butler, the wife of Gerald Kavanagh of Seskin and Inch (who was 
the son of Captain Simon of Seskin) as the sister of Sir Pierce Butler of ‘Mount Finn.’ Evidently, the Office 
of Arms could not place this Catherine, and for some reason chose to rename her Elizabeth and as the 
daughter of ‘Sir Pierce Butler of Mount Finn.’ The identification of Mount Finn, which was another name 
for Munphin, is associative rather than demonstrative. The heir and possessor of Munphin during the time 
period when Gerald Kavanagh of Seskin and Inch would have wed the Catherine Butler shown on the 
pedigree, was Walter Butler Sr. of Munphin, son of Pierce Butler of Kayer. Walter Sr. was the stepfather of 
Pierce Butler, 3rd Viscount Galmoy, who was outlawed as a Jacobite and whose estates were forfeited. It is 
probable that Pierce resided at his stepfather Walter’s estate at Munphin or ‘Mount Finn’ as a youngster, but 
there is no record of Pierce having a sister that was wed to a Kavanagh. However, Pierce’s brother, Richard 
Butler, was wed to Lucy Kavanagh, daughter of Col. Charles Kavanagh of Carrigduff, in whose regiment 
Gerald Kavanagh’s father, Simon Kavanagh of Seskin, served as a captain.  
 Walter Butler Sr. of Munphin was a brother of James Butler of Clough (a townland located adjacent to 
Kayer), and the research of Theobald Blake Butler shows this James as the father of Eleanora Butler, who 
was wed to a Kavanagh and had an older brother, Pierce Butler. Apart from the first name Catherine being 
substituted for Eleanora, this would fit with the Catherine Butler given on the pedigree and would 
subsequently explain the usage of the first name James within the Inch Kavanagh lineage; a first name that 
does not appear in the Borris, Ballybrack, or Rocksavage Kavanagh families. Walter Butler Sr. of Munphin’s 
will was witnessed by James Kavanagh in 1717, which would correspond with James Kavanagh of Inch being 
his grandnephew. Furthermore, Pierce Butler of Kayer, the father of Walter Butler Sr. of Munphin and 
James Butler of Clough, was also the father of Catherine Butler, who wed Nicholas Fitzhenry and was 
mother of James Fitzhenry, who was knighted in 1667 in Brussels, which was sponsored in part by a Gerald 
Kavanagh of Wexford (M. Walsh, Spanish Knights of Irish Origin Vol. III, pp. 19-21); if this Gerald of Wexford 
was the father of James Kavanagh of Inch, who witnessed Walter Butler Sr. of Munphin’s will, then James 
Fitzhenry would have been a cousin of Gerald’s wife. 
  James Kavanagh of Inch’s wife, Honora Eustace, is erroneously given as of Dowdingtown on the pedigree, 
when in actuality she was of the Colbinstown and Crookstown Eustace lineage; she being the daughter of 
Nicholas Eustace of Colbinstown Castle (d. 1713) and sister to Edward and Rowland Eustace of Crookstown 
(d. 1761), as shown in Betham’s prerogative will abstracts (NLI GO MS 232, p. 128 and Phillips Mss E 
1701/2-1799) and the aforementioned RD Memorial 4341, Eustace to Kinde, from 1713. Furthermore, Elizabeth 
Lawlor, sister of Mary Lawlor, otherwise Mrs. Ryan, and half-sister of Bridget Jordan, otherwise Forstall, is 
given as the wife of James Forstall of Rathnure. The Rathnure Forstalls were the most prominent 
landholding Forstalls in Wexford at the time; however, James was of the New Ross Forstall lineage and was 
descended from Peter or Pierce Forstall of Carrickcloney (d. 1683), which, along with his progeny with 
Elizabeth Lawlor, is supported by DNA. The townland of Rathnure changes from the agent's letter to 
‘Banine,’ on the registered pedigree in GO MS 171, this being due to an error in transcription from the 
earlier iterations of the draft pedigrees. James Forstall Sr. (1727-1793) and his wife, Elizabeth Lawlor, were 
the parents of the aforementioned James Forstall who wed Bridget Jordan in 1812; their marriage thus 
representing a consanguineous union through their shared matrilineal ancestor, Mary Kavanagh of Inch. 
Bridget’s father, Francis Jordan, and Charles Ryan of Curraun (husband of her half-sister, Mary Lawlor), 
served as witnesses to the marriage with the Rural Dean Father Arthur Murphy of Kilcock acting on behalf 
of Bishop Daniel Delany, who was gravely ill at the time; Father Murphy’s presence being necessitated by 
the close consanguinity of the couple and thus the corresponding need for canonical oversight. 
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Stroake Kavanagh of Drummin, whose son John Baptist Kavanagh36 had succeeded 
Demetrius Kavanagh as possessor of the estate. The next was that of Demetrius’s 
sister, Cecilia Kavanagh, otherwise Shortall, whose sons took the surname Kavanagh 
and were named in the succession.  
 Departing St. Mullins for New Ross, the agent then encountered Dudley Kavanagh of 
Bauck, the last Kavanagh he recorded interviewing in his letters. He noted that 
Dudley possessed the ‘remainder of an estate for which he pays no rent and 
acknowledges no chiefry or landlord,’ which derives from the crown by patent from 
James I.37 This meeting was particularly significant as Dudley, then 80 years old, 
provided the names of his father, Morgan Ruadh Kavanagh, his grandfather, Dudley 
Kavanagh, and his granduncle, Darby Kavanagh. This oral genealogy is notably at 
variance with the official registered pedigree of Dudley’s family contained in GO MS 
189, as well as the pedigree given by the scholar John O'Donovan in the Annals of the 
Kingdom of Ireland by the Four Masters and given in The Fall of Clan Kavanagh by 
James Hughes. In his interview with the agent, Dudley mentioned his son, Maurice 
Kavanagh, who was hanged for his involvement in the 1798 rebellion, and that Lt. 
Edmond Kavanagh of Turra had tried unsuccessfully to save him.38 
 On 25 March 1818, following the conclusion of the agent's investigations and the 
completion and registration of the Kavanagh pedigree by the Office of Arms on 6 
February 1818, Walt Kavanagh of Borris provided the following statement, connecting 
all remaining male-line branches descended from Brian mac Cahir Kavanagh of 

38 Maurice's half-brother, John Kavanagh of Bauck, as shown above, eventually succeeded to their father 
Dudley's lands. In 1820 John was wed to Lt. Edmond Kavanagh's niece, Catherine Kavanagh of 
Ballynacoolagh, sister to the aforementioned Art Kavanagh of New Ross and Turra (1797–1835). The 
couple's marriage settlement, outlined in RD Memorial 513804, Kavanagh to Kavanagh, included 
Catherine's brothers Art and Michael Jr., and was witnessed by Laurence Corcoran's son, John Corcoran. 
The settlement occurred on 7 July 1820, less than three weeks prior to Art and his wife Anastasia Mehan's 
settlement, which occurred on 25 July 1820: Forrestal Keller, Red-handed Succession. 

37 Dudley mentioned that his ancestor originally held several townlands including Drummin, Ballyleigh, 
Ballynacoolagh and part of St. Mullins. His own branch, the Bauck Kavanaghs of the Ballyleigh lineage, 
were the last line of Sliocht Diarmada Lamhdeirg to remain Catholic and possess a portion of their 
ancestral lands in St. Mullins parish in fee (Walt Kavanagh of Borris having conformed to the Protestant 
religion in the 1790s; he returned to Catholicism on his deathbed in 1818, but was succeeded by his younger 
brother Thomas Kavanagh Jr. of Ballyragget, who remained a Protestant). Dudley's estate consisted of 45 
Irish acres of the townland of Bauck, an oak wood near Bauck containing 6 acres, and 11 acres of St. Mullins 
wood called Carricknahinch. After his son Maurice's death, Dudley conferred his holdings on his son John 
of Bauck, a saddler of Kilkenny, who was half-brother of said Maurice, as shown in RD Memorial 395050, 
Kavanagh to Kavanagh, from 1806; Forrestal Keller, Red-handed Succession, p. 68. 

 

36 The agent does not mention Catherine’s connection to John Baptist in his letter; he does, however, state 
her connection to the grave marker of Brian ne Stroake. 
 

 



Polmonty (d. 1578) and formally relinquishing his right of succession to the Austrian 
estates of Hauskirchen in favour of Baron Henry Kavanagh:  

Whereas General Dermitius Kavanagh late of Houskirchen in Austria deceased did by his 
last Will and Testament dated [blank] settled his said Estate in fidei commis to the 
following effect "I leave this Estate in fidei commis for “the support of the Name and of the 
family of the Kavanaghs and in default of the “descent of those I name inheritors in the 
first instance, to my nearest relation in "the male line of the name of Kavanagh who shall 
then be entitled to the succession" He left it in the first instance to his brother in Law John 
Count Kavanagh Proprietor of the Estate of Ginditz in Bohemia and to his male Issue and 
on failure thereof to the male issue of Cecilia Shortall his only Sister and then Issue male. 
And whereas the said Dermitius Kavanagh died in or about the Year 1750 and the said 
John Kavanagh became seized and possessed of the said Estate and died in or about the 
Year [blank] leaving an only Son Maurice Kavanagh who became seized of said Estate of 
Houskirchen in the Year 1801 and died at Ofen in Hungary General of Cavalry and 
Commander in Chief in that Kingdom. Maurice and Morgan Shortall commonly called 
Shortall Kavanagh the two Sons and only male Issue of Cecilia Shortall sister to said 
Dermitius both died unmarried long before the said General Maurice Kavanagh last 
possessor of Houskirchen, on whose death therefore all the remainders specified in the Will 
of the said Dermitius were spent and exhausted except that to his next relative and heir 
male of the name of Kavanagh. 

And Whereas the said Dermitius Kavanagh was only son of Maurice Kavanagh who was 
only son of Dermitius Kavanagh of Ballybrack and Lislecan in the county of Carlow Esq. 
who forfeited his estate during the usurpation of Cromwell, which was never restored, 
which last mentioned Dermitius was only son of Maurice Kavanagh of Ballybrack & 
Lislecan aforesaid Esq. who was fourth son of Brian Kavanagh of Borris and Polmonty in 
the county of Carlow Esq. which last mentioned Brian gave to his said son the Estates of 
Ballybrack and Lislecan as a younger sons portion. The said Brian Kavanagh of Borris 
and Polmonty had four sons, viz: 1. Morgan his eldest son and heir whose descendant in 
the direct line from eldest son to eldest son to this day is Walter Kavanagh now of Borris 
Esq. Chief of his name and family. 2. Edmond Kavanagh of Ballyknocktaggard Esq. was 
2nd Son of said Brian Kavanagh of Polmonty and Borris had 4 sons who all died 
unmarried and without issue and the Estate of Ballyknocktaggard descended to the family 
of Ballybranagh agreeable to the settlement made by their common Father Brian. 3rd. 
Gerald Kavanagh of Ballybranagh was 3rd son of said Brian Kavanagh of Polmonty and 
Borris, he was ancestor to the family of Rocksavage whose heir is now an idiot, was also to 
the family of Inch whose heir is Baron Henry Kavanagh now of Vienna. 4th. Maurice 
Kavanagh of Ballybrack and Lislecan aforesaid ancestor to Dermitius Kavanagh of 
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Houskirchen was the 4th Son of said Brian Kavanagh of Borris and Polmonty aforesaid 
Esq. 

It thus appears that by the death of said Dermitius Kavanagh all the male descendants of 
Maurice Kavanagh of Ballybrack became extinct and that the next male relation of the 
name of Kavanagh to the said Dermitius would be the male descendant of Morgan 
Kavanagh of Borris eldest brother to the said Maurice, great grandfather to the said 
Dermitius and that Walter Kavanagh now of Borris aforesaid as heir male descended of 
the body of the said Morgan is now heir male and next of kin of the name of Kavanagh 
and as such is the undoubted heir under the settlement made in the will of the said 
Dermitius. 

Now be it known unto all men that I the said Walter Kavanagh of Borris in the county of 
Carlow Esq. Chief of my name and family taking into my serious consideration that the 
intention of the said Dermitius Kavanagh in making his said Will and so demising and 
leaving his said Estate of Houskirchen was for the support of the name and Family of 
Kavanagh in Austria, to whose Sovereign Imperial House he and all my Family were and 
are much attached and being moreover desirous that the intentions of the said Dermitius 
should be carried into full effect, and not being able to reside myself in Austria there to 
support my name and family according to said intention. And also having great regard 
and affection for my dear Cousin Henry Baron Kavanagh who after my immediate family 
would be next akin to said Dermitius of the name of Kavanagh being descended as 
aforesaid and being confident that the said Baron Henry Kavanagh will most honourably 
support the name agreeably to the intention of Dermitius Kavanagh the founder of the 
fidei commis as before stated; I do hereby for myself and my heirs as heir male and next of 
kin of the said Dermitius of the name of Kavanagh, make over to him my dear Cousin the 
said Baron Henry Kavanagh all my right title and Claim to the said Estate of 
Houskirchen and do utterly renounce in his behalf the same and every part thereof, and do 
desire that he the said Baron Henry Kavanagh in my room and stead may be put in full 
possession of the same & every part thereof and that he and his heirs male may enjoy the 
same for ever. Saving however in case of failure of male issue of the body of the said Baron 
Henry Kavanagh to my own right heirs of the name of Kavanagh for ever agreeable to the 
intentions of the said Dermitius Kavanagh. And also saving any right that the descendants 
of the daughters of Cecilia Shortall sister to the said Dermitius may have or pretend to 
have to the said Estate of Houskirchen or any part thereof. In Witness whereof I hereunto 
subscribe my name and affix my seal at my Castle of Borris this 25th day of March 1818.39 

39 GO Vol 294, R.B. 558, pp. 347-348. 
 

 



Signed Walter Kavanagh (Seal) 40 

40 According to the biography of Arthur Kavanagh of Borris (1831–1889), heir of Thomas Kavanagh Jr. of 
Ballyragget and Borris, and nephew of Walt Kavanagh of Borris, who died without legitimate issue less 
than three months after he made over his claim to the then-vacant Hauskirchen Estate to Baron Henry 
Kavanagh on 25 March 1818, Walt’s renunciation seems to have been 'vitiated by a technical flaw, in that the 
consent of the Austrian Government to the transfer had not been previously obtained,' which rendered the 
renunciation invalid. Henry Kavanagh apparently failed to assert his rights to the property thereafter and 
the right to the estate was established by Franz Joseph Schaffgotsch, whose mother was Countess Francisca 
Maria, a sister of the last possessor, Maurice Kavanagh (d. 1801), and daughter of John Baptist Kavanagh, 
Baron Gniditz and Count of the Holy Roman Empire; S. Steele, The Right Honourable Arthur 
MacMurrough Kavanagh, A Biography (London, 1891) pp. 5-7; C. Cavenagh, 'Clan Kavanagh in the Imperial 
Service.' The Journal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, Sixth Series, vol. 12, no. 1 (June 30, 1922), 
pp. 49-50. 
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