The Lineage of Kilferagh
The descendants of Robert Forstall or Forrestal (d. 1540)
Lord of Kilferagh and Chief of his name.
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The present author has proposed in The Lineage of Kilferagh 1537-1911, published in The Lion, the Pheon, and the Red-
handed Succession of St. Mullins 1511—1852, that Robert Forstall or Forrestal, Lord of Kilferagh and Chief of his
name (d. 1540), may have been the son of James Forstall, who wed Mary, daughter of Robert Shee (d. 1500),
whose direct male-line descendants later held Sheestown of the Forstalls of Kilferagh, and whence the name
Robert may have come into usage as a principal first name by the Kilferagh Forstalls. Furthermore, the author has
also suggested that James, the possible father of Robert, fits the timeline as the James Forstall, son of Richard, who
was present at the will of Sir James Butler at Knocktopher Castle in 1487. Sir James Butler was the son of
Edmond MacRichard Butler, who formerly occupied the castle of Kilferagh as one of his several residences. In
1413, Henry Forstall (whose heir, Richard Forstall, is named in 1429 in GO MS 178) was in receipt of royal service
to the Lord of Gowran, James Butler, 4th Earl of Ormond (for whom said Edmond MacRichard served as
deputy), regarding the lands of Kilferagh and Ballyfrunk; lands the Kilferagh Forstalls held until their forfeiture
following the Eleven Years' War. In 1602, Richard Forstall, Gent, of Kilferagh and Robert Forstall, Gent, of
Kilferagh were included in a pardon with Redmond mac Garret Forstall of Kilmanchine. Patrick Forstall (viv
1657), heir of Robert (d. 1645), resided at Kilmanehine at the start of the 1641 rebellion and served as a captain in
the Catholic army of Richard Butler, 3rd Viscount Mountgarret. As demonstrated in 7The Lineage of Kilferagh 1537

1911, the Kilferagh lineage appears to have survived into the 20th century, leasing lands at Ballyreddin and
Bennettsbridge in the 18th—19th centuries from the Shee family of Sheestown, who were descendants of the
aforementioned Robert Shee (d. 1500): GO MS 164; GO MS 178; K. Nicholls & T. Fewer, “Will of Robert Forstall
of Kilferagh, 1645,” Journal of the Old Waterford Soctety (Decies, No. 48, 1993), p. 7; M. Phelan & M. Buggy, Rilferagh
and Sheestown Graveyards, Kilkenny Archaeological Society (Nov. 1970); M. Y. Keller, The Lion, the Pheon, and the Red-
handed Succession of St. Mullins 15111852 (Muing Historical Press, 2025), pp. 141-146, 161-164. 127

© Michael Torrestal Keller, 2025. This work is protected by copyright.



